
	

Here’s what others say about working with me… 
* unedited content * 

 

A number of years ago a good friend of mine who served as director 

at a premier Christian conference center in SoCal told me that great male 

communicators are a dime-a-dozen, but if you find a great communicator who happens 

to be female, she is worth gold! April Diaz is one of my favorite communicators, male 

or female. I invited April to be a keynote speaker at a church men’s retreat. April hit it 

out of the park and the men were talking about her insightful insights for months 

afterwards. I wholeheartedly recommend one of my favorite communicators of truth, 

April Diaz; she is pure gold in my book.  ” 
— Ed Salas (Spiritual Formation Pastor, Newsong Church, Santa Ana, CA) 

 

C O A C H I N G   
 

April brings the fusion of ministry experience and coaching expertise. She understands 

the on-the-ground challenges leaders face and is also able to offer high level 

perspectives that help frame your ministry hurdles and opportunities. The best coaches 

can offer both support and challenge and April delivers. 
— Dr. Steven Argue (Ass't Prof of Youth, Family, + Culture and Applied Research 
Strategist, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA) 

 

April is incredibly knowledgeable, wise, strategic, caring, and thoughtful. With her 

assistance, we were able to navigate change, plan for the future, and execute difficult 

decisions. She did not come in with a “copy/paste” game plan or strategy, but truly 

sought to know us, our culture, and the calling God has placed upon us. Every person 

involved felt genuinely cared for and was challenged to take things to the next level, 

for the sake of the Kingdom. We are beyond grateful! 
— Mike Deltser (Lead Pastor of Next Generation, Pure Heart, Glendale, AZ) 

 

My experience with April was truly life changing! Going into the coaching experience, I 

was very uncomfortable with all the unknowns, but she set my mind at ease in the first 

five minutes! My time with her was completely tailored to where I was, what I was 



	

hoping to accomplish, and my plan for the future. She took into consideration all the 

roles in my life (i.e. wife, mom, leader in the church, etc), focusing on whole health, not 

just my role professionally. She challenged me to be the best version of myself as 

Christ created me to be! For this, I am forever grateful! 
— Kourtney Avila (Family Pastor, New Life Christian Center, Turlock, CA) 

 

Like a loving punch to the throat, April makes you question everything you thought you 

knew about leadership. After ten years of ministry, lots of formal education, and three 

separate ministry contexts, I needed to hit the restart button on my leadership 

development. April was that restart button. As a coach, she has helped me in my 

character development, competency, and overall leadership impact. I gained a 

valuable, workable framework for personal development that continues to produce 

fruit. Those I lead are now better equipped, my staff team is more supportive, and my 

family is healthier. But above all, I’m seeing Jesus work in amazing ways!  
— Joel DeMott (Youth and Young Adult Pastor, Clinton Frame Church, Goshen, IN) 

 

April was truly AMAZING! When I shared a story about some youth with special needs, 

she opened my eyes to a new opportunity for ministry. With her coaching, 

encouragement and ideas, we started a ministry to help get our families with youth 

who have special needs more involved. It’s thriving; we have families coming to 

worship who haven’t been in years and now they’re inviting other families/youth with 

similar needs. I’m so thankful that she helped me address this need in our church; I’ve 

been blessed to be walking with these youth/families in their faith journey. 
— Hannah Gordon (Director of Middle School Youth Ministry, Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia, SC) 

 

I was a part of EDEN, a Leadership Cohort that April led a few years back. It was 

amazing to experience first hand the joy of being led by April. She’s a leader who 

discerns. She stands in front to lead, walks alongside to assure and knows when to 

stand behind to support. She has been all three roles for me and it changed the 

trajectory of my life. Leadership does not have to be a lonely place with leaders like 

April. She has become true friend in my journey. 
— Rehana Rodriguez (Spiritual Development Pastor, Newsong Church, Santa Ana, CA) 

 



	

Our team was struggling to move ahead in the same direction when we began working 

with April in a coaching relationship. April was able to discern our strengths and 

differences, move us through exercises to focus our conversations and dreams, and 

bring clarity to our foggy future. April’s unique approach is both pastoral and strategic. 

As a result of time with her, we were able to make concrete decisions for a preferred 

future in our ministry. 
— Cindy Ziemba (Director of Next Gen Ministry, Ward Church, Northville, MI) 

 

April is a one-of-a kind coach. April was my first coach, and that brought a little 

nervousness; however, talking with her for the first time relieved all anxiety. April was 

available, approachable, and professional - with flare of fun. When I needed to discuss 

a ministry idea she would challenge, encourage and help me get to a level of passion 

that would enhance the ministry. Working with her was an experience that continues to 

pay dividends for the church, my profession and the kingdom! Thank you for 

continuing to equip the church! 
— Jonathan Kopecky (Student Pastor, Hope Seattle, Seattle, WA) 

 

S P E A K I N G  
 

April exudes contagious energy, resilient strength, embodied grace, faithful wisdom, 

and genuine presence as a speaker. Somehow she combines all of these with enough 

humor and relate-ability to both captivate an audience and make you want to be her 

best friend, all at the same time. I highly recommend April for any group of leaders or 

parents! 
— Brad Griffin (Director, Fuller Youth Institute, Pasadena, CA) 

 

April Diaz serves the church well. She communicates with vision and whether she’s in 

front of a room of middle schoolers or adult leaders, she understands how to engage 

people where they are, to help them see what God could do through their lives. Off of 

the stage, she’s genuinely trying to follow Jesus, build leaders, and care for hurting 

people who need a relationship with God. I’ve watched her have conversations with 

struggling teens and leaders needing encouragement. In both cases, people walked 

away cared for, with excellence. She’s the real deal. 



	

— Scott Velasquez (Youth Pastor, Journeys Crossing, Germantown, MD) 

 

In getting to know April in the last few years, and hearing her teach and lead in a 

number of situations, she is as authentic as they come. She does far more than just 

bring solid content and teaching, but makes it personal as she shares from her own 

experiences and looks to connect with those she is teaching and leading on a personal 

level. More than anything, you walk away from a session with April knowing that 

someone else cares and that there is hope for the road ahead, be it ministry, parenting, 

or your own spiritual growth. 
— Jake Kircher (New Canaan, CT) 

 

April is a dynamic communicator that brings passion and love when she speaks. She 

was able captivate an entire college student body, while speaking to believers and 

non-believers alike. Her love for God and sharing what He is doing in her life is evident, 

and she is able to communicate in a way that encourages transformation in others. We 

hope to have April back soon. 
— Michael Yoder (Mishawaka, IN) 

 

April came as a new friend to Abundant Grace Women’s Ministry to speak at the 2016 

Women’s retreat in Shanghai. She immediately became part of the team with grace, 

humility, and a real love for the ladies. Her courage, honesty, and self-evaluation 

released a permission for sharing and openness that flowed into the whole weekend. 

Many testimonies included how the Word and ministry times brought healing, 

encouragement, activation and confirmation. 
— Liz Read & Janett Doerig (Shanghai, China) 

 

April Diaz is a dynamic communicator who is not afraid to ask hard questions and 

tackle challenging topics. With a deep commitment to Christ and her faith, she is able 

to confront the status quo while remaining rooted in the truth of God’s Word. A mentor 

and coach at heart, April is able to guide an audience into new ways of understanding 

themselves, their Creator and what it means to live a life of influence. 
— Shawn Holtgren, Ph.D. (Vice President for Student Development, Bethel College, 

Mishawaka, IN) 

 



	

No one can interact with April and walk away questioning her passion for seeing high 

school students understand Jesus’ love for them. This past summer at MOVE, April 

used her trademark combination of humor, vulnerability and unique perspective to 

communicate the unflinching truth of God’s word. She speaks with a personal 

conviction that is both compelling and convicting, but not condemning. We love what 

April brings to our stage. 
— Lane Moss (CIY MOVE, Joplin, MO) 
  

 

T R A I N I N G  
April Diaz brings a wealth of knowledge and hands on experience to the topic of what 

effective leadership looks like for the church. She sparks conversations in a lively 

manner and is able to engage with all people in grasping how we function best as 

leaders. Leadership is not just a trending topic in the church; it is a crucial issue that 

April Diaz has prepared for and lived out with her work in various ministries across the 

country. I’m grateful for the time she has spent training me and my team of peers and 

leaders in our church. 
— Rob Knechtle (Youth Pastor, Grace Community Church, New Canaan, CT) 

 

April is magnetic. The way she engages an enormous room of people makes you feel 

as if she is sitting at the table right across from you having a conversation with you 

directly. Her passion, wisdom, vision and expertise in student ministry provided the 

spark needed to bring my team to the next level of leadership. Her content is 

incredible, her delivery is excellent and she brings with her a tremendous wealth of 

knowledge and experience. She is an extraordinarily gifted and engaging 

communicator, but more importantly it is clear that she cares about you individually. 

She loves you; she loves your team and the students you serve. April will leave you 

feeling inspired to accomplish the purpose God has called you to. April, when can we 

have you back? 
— Jake Fry (High School Pastor, Elmbrook Church, Milwaukee, WI) 

 

Have you ever struggled with your youth ministry? Looking for a bit of direction and 

wisdom? Invite April Diaz to your next youth leader gathering. Our time with April was 



	

encouraging, motivating and practical. April is passionate about partnering with youth 

workers and desires to equip them with specific strategies and best practices. Super 

content delivered with a great sense of humor. Can’t wait to have her back with us 

again! 
— Jim Condap (Ministry Director, Pilgrim Pines Conference Center, Swanzey, NH) 

 

April Diaz is an absolute joy to work with! She so deeply cares for youth workers and 

the field of youth ministry, that her passion is wonderfully evident in all she says and 

does. April has the unique gifting to speak both with power and with grace. She brings 

an imaginative perspective on ministry and will challenge you and your group to think 

outside the classic ministry box so that together youth ministry can be more effective in 

reaching the emerging generations. Bringing April in is a great move for your 

organization. 
— Tim Ciccone (Director of Youth Ministry, Evangelical Covenant Church, Chicago, IL) 


